1984 Background Information

Totalitarianism is a term employed by political scientists to describe modern regimes in which the
state regulates nearly every aspect of public and private behavior. Totalitarian regimes mobilize entire
populations in support of the state and a political ideology, and do not tolerate activities by individuals
or groups such as labor unions, churches and political parties that are not directed toward the state's
goals. They maintain themselves in power by means of secret police, propaganda disseminated
through the state-controlled mass media, regulation and restriction of free discussion and criticism,
and widespread use of terror tactics. (From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia.)

Socialism is an ideology with the core belief that a society should exist in which popular collectives
control the means of power, and therefore the means of production. In application, however, the de
facto meaning of socialism has changed with time. Although it is a politically-loaded term, it remains
strongly—related to the estabhshment of an organized working class; created through either revolution
or by social evolu‘uon w1ﬂ1 the purpose of building a classless society. Socialism had its origins in
the ideals of the Enhghtenment during the Industrial Age/Age of Industrialization, amid yearnings
for a more egahtaman somety It has also increasingly become concentrated on social reforms within
modern democracies. This concept and the term Socialist may refer to a group of ideologies, an
economic system, or a state that exists or has existed. In Marxist theory, it also refers to the society
that would succeed or supplant capitalism, and would later develop further into communism, as the
necessity for the socialist structure would wither away. Marxism and communism are both branches
of socialism. (From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia.)

Communism refers to a theoretical system of social organization and a political movement based on
common ownership of the means of production. As a political movement, communism seeks to
establish a classless society. A major force in world politics since the early 20th century, modern
communism is generally associated with The Communist Manifesto of Karl Marx and Friedrich
Engels, according to which the capitalist profit-based system of private ownership is replaced by a
communist society in which the means of production are communally owned. This process, initiated
by the revolutionary overthrow of the bourgeoisie (Marxism), passes through a transitional period
marked by the preparatory stage of socialism (Leninism). Pure Communism has never been
implemented, it remains theoretical: Communism is, in Marxist theory, the end-state, or the result of
state-socialism. The word is now mainly understood to refer to the political, economic, and social

theory of Marxist thinkers, or life under conditions of Communist party rule (From Wikipedia, the
free encyclopedia.)

Stalinism refers to a style of government, rather than an ideology per se. However, Stalinism can
also refer to a set of interpretations of the works of Marx and Lenin that emerged in the Soviet Union
under Stalin's rule. The term "Stalinism" is sometimes used to denote a brand of communist theory,
dominating the Soviet Union and the countries who were the Soviet sphere of influence, during and
after the leadership of Joseph Stalin. Stalin was not a theoretician, but a communicator who wrote
several books in language easily understood, in contrast to Marx and Lenin. Rather, Stalinism is more
in the order of an interpretation of the ideas of Marx and Lenin, and a certain political system
claiming to apply those ideas in ways fitting the changing needs of society, as with the transition from
"socialism at a snail's pace" in the mid-twenties to the forced industrialization of the Five-Year Plans.
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