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 In United States President, Abraham Lincoln’s Second Inaugural Address, Lincoln 

uses many rhetorical strategies to achieve his point.  Lincoln uses religious allusions to 

God and the bible to connect the two opposing readers (North and South), strong 

adjectives and verbs to show the terrible magnitude the war reached, and complex 

and cmp/cmplx sentences that explain his thoughts, to convey his hopeful and 

forgiving tone. 

 “Both parties deprecated war, but one of them would make war rather than let 

the nation survive, and the other would accept war rather than let it perish, and the 

war came.”  This is just one example of a compound/complex sentence that Lincoln 

uses in his essay.  Complex sentences and compound/complex sentences give detail 

and illusions to the statement preceeding it.  In the sentence above the first statement 

is “Both parties deprecate war…”  That is a general statement but proceeding it is a 

description of what each side view of the war.  These sentences show thought and also 

show research on Lincoln’s behalf.  He appears more credible to the listener because 

he expands on his ideas and follows them up with factual information. 

 “Powerful” and “terrible” are two very meaningful words that Lincoln uses in his 

speech.  Now why would Lincoln choose these words? Strong adjectives give a work 

depth and puts a visual picture into the readers mind.  Strong diction can personify 

and make ordinary words stand out.  The adjectives that Lincoln uses are mostly 

related to the Civil War. This makes the reader see that Lincoln does not agree with 

the war and views it as “this terrible war”  The citizens who were listening to this 

speech were still angry and these words helped them realize that the war truly was an 

awful occurence. 

 Religious allusions overpowered all of the other rhetorical strategies in this 

speech, such as “…in the providence of God”, “if God wills that it continue…” God and 

the “Almighty” is something that both the North and the South can agree on. Lincoln 

uses his references to god not only to make his words just but also to form a common 

ground between the two opposing sides of the war.  “Both read the same Bible and 

pray to the same God” Lincoln was trying to rebuild his country and form peace among 

everyone.  His allusions to god also showed his points to be meaningful. He says that 

the war was wrong under the eyes of God.  If God sees the war as wrong and immoral 

then is it right?  Lincoln knows the people of his country think so, so he uses these 

allusions.  The Civil War was a time of turmoil and sorrow.  The Second Inagural 

Address gave the people of the Unites States hope for a better world in the years to 

come. 


